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Interest of Female College Students in Christianity on the Occasion of a Lecture
Held at Osaka Shin-Ai College, entitled “Gendai-to-Josei (Women in the Modern Age)”

Flor Santiago
Osaka Shin-Ai College, Japan

Abstract. Given the great opportunity to proclaim the Gospel to female college students, | wondered about the
following question: Is the Gospel of Christ (which the Catholic Church has announced to the whole world throughout
the centuries) able to reach the hearts of today’s young Japanese women or is it a contradiction to be Christian and
Japanese at the same time, as stated in Endo Shusaku's "Awanai Youfuku & #>72 W EAR" (unfitting western
clothing) essay? With the desire to have some enlightenment about this issue, as well as to have a general idea
about how women today look at religion or react to the direct announcement of the "Word of Salvation”, | asked all
the students of Osaka Shin-Ai College to produce a written reflection on the lecture held on the occasion of the
"Gathering to praise the Blessed Virgin Mary". From the content of those reflections it was made clear that
Christianity puts before us the fundamental problem of the meaning of life; that God, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and
the Holy Scriptures awake in our hearts many other important questions; and that there is an increasing interest in
the inner connection between sex and life within human relationships.
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