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About the Theory of Instrumental Education Proposed by Sotaro Komori
Who Supported the Early Days of Instrumental Education in Postwar Japan
—From Perspectives of Educational Materials, Tutorial
and Improvement of Musical Instrument—

Nahoko Tsuda
Osaka Shin-Ai College, Japan

This paper clarifies details of involvement of improving qualities of musical instruments, development of educational
materials and coaching technique which Sotaro Komori (1900-1975), a professional player who supported the early
days of instrumental education and contributed to percussion education at kindergarten and elementary school.
Also, this paper illustrates about the theory of instrumental education associated with the reason why he presses
forward these things. Komori's belief, taking care of tone of each one stroke, all the more because percussion
instruments, are easy to make sound, is shown in the gradus for children. Komori thought that moving body and
singing a song will help making a musically rich sound with percussion instruments. These ideas came up from the
experience that he learned music and dance simultaneously when he visited Siberia when he belonged to military
band. He also tried to teach children by explaining concretely and schematically and by visualizing, for instance, the
height of drumstick or the direction to raise the drumstick.
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